So Southeast (SoSE)
Frequently Asked Questions

Who and What is
SoSE?

SoSE is a collaborative of community members working to promote the
historical and cultural significance of Black Southeast Raleigh and using
that knowledge to imagine and re-imagine a future through educational
and cultural initiatives. SoSE was established in November 2020 and
supported by the Wake Community-University Partnership (NC State)
and Social and Economic Vitality (Wake County)
SoSE embodies the principle of Sankofa – a West African Adinkra symbol
that emphasizes the importance of looking back as a means of going
forward.
Through their work, SoSE members seek to prevent the erasure of Black
SE Raleigh community’s heritage and culture through increased
awareness and advocacy.

Who is our
Audience?

Anyone seeking to work in, around, or through SE Raleigh or with area
residents. The work of SoSE is to ensure remembrance,
acknowledgement, and preservation of the community’s rich history.
More specifically, the intended audience includes:
●
●
●
●
●

Current SE Raleigh residents
Future SE Raleigh residents
Elected officials and individuals seeking political office
Developers and new business owners in the SE Raleigh area
Faculty, students, and staff at schools, universities and colleges
across the area who want to work in or with people and
communities in SE Raleigh.

Members of SoSE seek to witness an increase in community pride in
addition to positive changes addressing community needs as a result of
increased awareness of and advocacy for SE Raleigh’s heritage and
What do we
culture. In the next five years, SoSE members envision a SE Raleigh with
imagine as the
increased access to affordable housing; expansion of capacity for growth
result of SoSE’s
among small businesses, entrepreneurs, and nonprofits; and as a space
efforts in 5 years?
where Black Raleigh residents want to return to, and can afford to return,
to live, learn, work, worship and play. .

